A Conversation with ChatGPT Around the Various Types of Curricula
Frameworks Used in International Schools (IB, Cambridge, UK, CBSE)

Questions:

1. What is the difference between UK curriculum international schools and Cambridge
secondary?
What is the difference between Cambridge advanced and Cambridge secondary curriculum?
How do you describe the International Baccalaureate program?
What is the difference between international primary curriculum and IB?
What is the difference between international primary curriculum and PYP?
What is the value of thematic learning and what is the research supporting it?
What are examples of themes in thematic learning?
What are other examples of themes specifically used in the IPC?
What are the main skills assessed in the IGCSE?
. What is Nord Anglia education?
. Do IB schools have their own books and materials?
. What assessment the students take at the end of IB school?
. Do earners of IB diploma qualify to go into universities?
. What is the onboarding and continued professional development approach in IB schools to
ensure a standard of quality amongst teachers?
15. What is the difference between CBSE and Indian curriculum?
16. What are the skills needed to pass the IB diploma?
17. What are the skills needed to pass the IGCSE exam?
18. What are the themes used in the PYP IB thematic learning?
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1. What is the difference between UK curriculum international schools and Cambridge
secondary?

UK curriculum international schools and Cambridge Secondary are two different educational systems
with some similarities but also some differences.

UK curriculum international schools typically follow the National Curriculum of England, which is a
standardized framework of learning objectives and content for students aged 5-16. This curriculum
covers a wide range of subjects, including English, mathematics, science, history, geography, art,
music, and physical education. UK curriculum schools often prepare students for GCSE exams, which
are taken at the end of Year 11 and are recognized by universities and employers around the world.

Cambridge Secondary, on the other hand, is a curriculum framework offered by the University of
Cambridge International Examinations (CIE) for students aged 11-16. It is designed to prepare
students for the Cambridge IGCSE exams, which are recognized globally as a high-quality and
rigorous qualification. The Cambridge Secondary curriculum covers a similar range of subjects as the
UK National Curriculum, but places a greater emphasis on critical thinking, problem-solving, and
independent learning.



One key difference between UK curriculum international schools and Cambridge Secondary is that
UK curriculum schools may offer a wider range of qualifications beyond GCSEs, such as A-levels,
BTECs, or the International Baccalaureate (IB). In contrast, Cambridge Secondary is specifically
designed to prepare students for the Cambridge IGCSE exams, although some schools may also offer
other qualifications alongside this.

Another difference is that UK curriculum international schools may vary in their teaching approach
and methodology, whereas Cambridge Secondary has a more standardized approach to teaching and
learning that is designed to prepare students for the Cambridge IGCSE exams. However, both
systems aim to provide students with a high-quality education that prepares them for further study
and employment opportunities.

2. What is the difference between Cambridge advanced and Cambridge secondary curriculum?

Cambridge Advanced and Cambridge Secondary are both educational programs offered by the
University of Cambridge International Examinations (CIE), but they are designed for different age
groups and academic levels.

Cambridge Secondary is a curriculum framework designed for students aged 11-16. It is designed to
provide a broad and balanced education across a range of subjects, including English, mathematics,
science, history, geography, art, music, and physical education. The curriculum is designed to
prepare students for the Cambridge IGCSE exams, which are typically taken at the end of Year 11.

In contrast, Cambridge Advanced is a program designed for students aged 16-19, who have already
completed their IGCSE exams or an equivalent qualification. The program offers a range of advanced
level qualifications, including the Cambridge International AS and A-levels, which are recognized by
universities and employers around the world.

While Cambridge Secondary is focused on developing a broad range of knowledge and skills across
multiple subjects, Cambridge Advanced allows students to specialize in specific subject areas and to
study them in greater depth. Cambridge Advanced is also designed to promote critical thinking,
independent research, and problem-solving skills, which are essential for success in higher education
and the workplace.

In summary, the main difference between Cambridge Advanced and Cambridge Secondary is that
the former is a more specialized and advanced program for students aged 16-19, while the latter is a
broader curriculum framework for students aged 11-16, designed to prepare them for further study
and to provide a foundation of knowledge and skills across a range of subjects.

3. How do you describe the International Baccalaureate program?

The International Baccalaureate (IB) program is an internationally recognized educational program
that provides a comprehensive and rigorous curriculum for students aged 3-19. The program is
designed to develop students who are well-rounded, knowledgeable, and able to think critically and
independently.

The IB program includes three main levels of study: the Primary Years Programme (PYP) for students
aged 3-12, the Middle Years Programme (MYP) for students aged 11-16, and the Diploma
Programme (DP) for students aged 16-19. Each level of the program builds on the previous one,
providing a progression of knowledge, skills, and understanding.

The IB curriculum is based on a set of core subjects and a range of electives, including languages,
humanities, sciences, mathematics, arts, and physical education. The program also includes a



Creativity, Activity, and Service (CAS) component, which encourages students to participate in
extracurricular activities and community service.

One of the key features of the IB program is its focus on international-mindedness and intercultural
understanding. The program promotes an appreciation for diverse perspectives and values, and
encourages students to become responsible global citizens.

Assessment in the IB program is based on a variety of methods, including coursework, exams, and
oral presentations. Students who successfully complete the DP are awarded an internationally
recognized diploma that is highly regarded by universities and employers around the world.

Overall, the IB program is a challenging and rewarding educational program that prepares students
for success in higher education and in their future careers, while also promoting a sense of global
citizenship and cultural awareness.

4. What is the difference between international primary curriculum and IB?

The International Primary Curriculum (IPC) and International Baccalaureate (IB) are two educational
programs with some similarities but also some important differences.

The IB, on the other hand, is a more comprehensive educational program that spans primary,
middle, and high school (ages 3-19). The IB focuses on developing students' intellectual, personal,
emotional, and social skills, with a strong emphasis on inquiry-based learning, critical thinking, and
intercultural understanding. The IB program is also recognized globally and often viewed as a
rigorous and challenging educational program.

Some specific differences between the IPC and IB programs include:

Scope: The IPC is focused on primary-level education only, while the IB spans primary, middle, and
high school.

Curriculum: The IPC uses a thematic approach to learning, while the IB is based on six subject areas:
Language and Literature, Language Acquisition, Individuals and Societies, Sciences, Mathematics,
and the Arts.

Assessment: The IPC uses a formative assessment model that focuses on continuous feedback and
improvement, while the IB uses a summative assessment model that includes examinations and final
assessments.

Recognition: While both programs are recognized internationally, the IB is generally viewed as a
more prestigious program, with many universities giving preference to IB graduates in the
admissions process.

Ultimately, both the IPC and IB are designed to provide students with a high-quality education that
emphasizes critical thinking, creativity, and global citizenship. However, the specific approaches and
emphases of each program may vary depending on the needs and goals of the school and the
students it serves.

5. What is the difference between international primary curriculum and PYP?

The International Primary Curriculum (IPC) and the Primary Years Programme (PYP) are two
educational programs that share some similarities, but also have some important differences.



The IPC is a thematic, inquiry-based curriculum for primary-aged students (ages 5-11). It is designed
to help students develop knowledge, skills, and understanding across a range of subject areas, and
to foster international mindedness and global citizenship.

The PYP, on the other hand, is an educational program for primary-aged students (ages 3-12) that
focuses on the development of the whole child. It is based on a transdisciplinary framework that
emphasizes inquiry-based learning, critical thinking, and a deep understanding of key concepts.

Some specific differences between the IPC and PYP include:

Curriculum: While both programs emphasize inquiry-based learning and interdisciplinary
approaches to education, the PYP is based on a transdisciplinary framework that aims to help
students develop deep understandings of key concepts, while the IPC is organized around themes
and subject areas.

Assessment: The IPC uses a formative assessment model that focuses on continuous feedback and
improvement, while the PYP uses a combination of formative and summative assessments, including
student self-assessment and peer assessment.

International Mindedness: Both programs aim to foster a sense of international mindedness and
global citizenship, but the IPC places a particular emphasis on the development of intercultural
understanding and respect for other cultures.

Recognition: While both programs are recognized internationally, the PYP is part of the larger
International Baccalaureate (IB) framework, which includes the Middle Years Programme (MYP) and
the Diploma Programme (DP), and is often viewed as a more prestigious program.

Ultimately, both the IPC and PYP are designed to provide primary-aged students with a high-quality,

inquiry-based education that emphasizes critical thinking, creativity, and global citizenship. However,
the specific approaches and emphases of each program may vary depending on the needs and goals

of the school and the students it serves.

6. What is the value of thematic learning and what is the research supporting it?

Thematic learning is an approach to education that organizes instruction around a central theme or
topic, with the goal of helping students develop a deep understanding of key concepts and skills
across multiple subject areas. There are several potential benefits to thematic learning, and a
growing body of research supports its effectiveness.

Some of the key benefits of thematic learning include:

Improved engagement: Thematic learning can be more engaging for students because it helps them
connect their learning to real-world issues and topics that they are interested in.

Enhanced understanding: Thematic learning can help students develop a deeper understanding of
key concepts and skills because it allows them to see how different subject areas are interconnected
and how knowledge is applied in real-world contexts.

Improved retention: Thematic learning can help students retain information more effectively
because it allows them to connect new knowledge to prior learning and experience.

Enhanced creativity: Thematic learning can help students develop their creativity and critical
thinking skills by encouraging them to make connections between different subject areas and apply
their knowledge in new and innovative ways.



Research on thematic learning supports these potential benefits. For example, a study published in
the Journal of Curriculum Studies found that students who participated in a thematic learning
program showed improved motivation, engagement, and learning outcomes compared to students
who received traditional instruction. Another study published in the Journal of Educational
Psychology found that thematic learning can improve students' knowledge retention and transfer to
new contexts.

Overall, the value of thematic learning lies in its ability to help students develop a deeper and more
meaningful understanding of key concepts and skills across multiple subject areas, while also
enhancing their creativity, critical thinking, and engagement with learning.

7. What are examples of themes in thematic learning?

Thematic learning is an approach to education that organizes instruction around a central theme or
topic, with the goal of helping students develop a deep understanding of key concepts and skills
across multiple subject areas. The themes used in thematic learning can vary widely depending on
the goals and interests of the teacher and students, as well as the age and developmental level of
the students. Here are some examples of themes that could be used in thematic learning:

Community: Students could explore topics such as the role of community in shaping individual
identity, the importance of local government and civic engagement, and the ways in which
communities can work together to solve problems.

Sustainability: Students could investigate topics such as renewable energy, conservation, and
environmental justice, and explore how individuals and communities can work to create a more
sustainable future.

Identity: Students could explore topics such as personal identity, cultural identity, and the ways in
which identity is shaped by social and historical context.

Globalization: Students could investigate topics such as global trade and economics, cultural
exchange and adaptation, and the ways in which global issues such as climate change and human
rights impact individuals and communities around the world.

Innovation: Students could explore topics such as technological innovation, creative problem-
solving, and the role of innovation in shaping society and the economy.

Migration: Students could investigate topics such as the causes and consequences of migration, the
experiences of migrants and refugees, and the ways in which migration shapes culture and society.

These are just a few examples of themes that could be used in thematic learning. The possibilities
are endless, and the themes used in thematic learning should be chosen based on the goals and
interests of the teacher and students, as well as the specific learning objectives of the curriculum.

8. What are other examples of themes specifically used in the IPC?

The International Primary Curriculum (IPC) is a thematic, inquiry-based curriculum for primary-aged
students (ages 5-11) that is designed to help students develop knowledge, skills, and understanding
across a range of subject areas, and to foster international mindedness and global citizenship. Here
are some examples of themes that are specifically used in the IPC:

Who We Are: This theme focuses on exploring individual and cultural identity, including topics such
as family, community, and cultural traditions.



Buildings and Structures: This theme explores the science and engineering behind building and
construction, including topics such as materials, structures, and design.

Adaptation: This theme focuses on the ways in which living things adapt to their environment,
including topics such as animal behavior, plant life cycles, and ecosystems.

Time and Place: This theme explores history and geography, including topics such as ancient
civilizations, world religions, and global issues.

How We Express Ourselves: This theme focuses on the arts and creativity, including topics such as
music, visual arts, and literature.

Sharing the Planet: This theme explores environmental sustainability and global citizenship,
including topics such as climate change, human impact on the environment, and social justice.

Different Places, Similar Lives: This theme focuses on understanding and appreciating different
cultures and ways of life, including topics such as food and clothing, customs and traditions, and
language and communication.

These themes are designed to provide a framework for interdisciplinary learning and inquiry-based
exploration across multiple subject areas. Each theme includes specific learning goals and objectives,
as well as a range of activities and resources designed to support student learning and engagement.

9. What are the main skills assessed in the IGCSE?

The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) is a globally recognized
qualification for students typically between the ages of 14 and 16 years old. The IGCSE assesses
students' abilities across a range of subjects, including language, math, and sciences.

The main skills assessed in the IGCSE include:

Knowledge and understanding: Students are tested on their ability to recall and understand facts,
concepts, and theories related to each subject.

Application: Students are tested on their ability to apply their knowledge and understanding to real-
world situations and problems.

Analysis: Students are tested on their ability to analyze information, identify patterns, and draw
conclusions from data.

Synthesis: Students are tested on their ability to synthesize information from different sources and
present their ideas in a clear and concise manner.

Evaluation: Students are tested on their ability to critically evaluate information, arguments, and
ideas.

Communication: Students are tested on their ability to communicate effectively in written and oral
forms.

Overall, the IGCSE assesses a wide range of skills that are important for success in higher education
and the workplace.

10. What is Nord Anglia education?



Nord Anglia Education is a global education provider that operates a network of international
schools offering K-12 education to students in 31 countries across North America, Europe, Asia, and
the Middle East. The company was founded in 1972 and is headquartered in Hong Kong.

Nord Anglia Education's schools offer a variety of curricula, including the International Baccalaureate
(1B), the British National Curriculum, and the American Curriculum. The schools also offer a range of
extracurricular activities and programs, such as sports, music, drama, and community service
projects.

Nord Anglia Education is known for its focus on providing a high-quality education and its
commitment to innovation and technology. The company offers a variety of online and blended
learning options, including its Global Campus platform, which connects students and teachers from
around the world and provides access to a wide range of educational resources and opportunities.

Nord Anglia Education is a publicly traded company on the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE: NORD)
and has grown significantly over the years through a combination of organic growth and acquisitions
of other international schools.

11. Do IB schools have their own books and materials?

Yes, IB (International Baccalaureate) schools have their own set of books and materials that are used
to support the IB curriculum. These materials are designed and produced by the IB and are
specifically tailored to the requirements of the various IB programmes, including the Primary Years
Programme (PYP), the Middle Years Programme (MYP), and the Diploma Programme (DP).

The IB provides a range of resources and materials to support teaching and learning in IB schools,
including textbooks, teacher guides, student workbooks, and other educational resources. These
materials are developed in collaboration with experienced IB educators and subject matter experts,
and are designed to be engaging, challenging, and aligned with the IB's educational philosophy and
approach.

In addition to the materials provided by the IB, individual IB schools may also use other textbooks
and educational resources to supplement their teaching and support their students' learning. These
materials may be sourced from a variety of publishers and vendors and may be chosen based on
factors such as their alignment with the IB curriculum, their quality and relevance, and their
suitability for the needs of the school and its students.

12. What assessment the students take at the end of IB school?

At the end of an IB (International Baccalaureate) school program, students take final assessments
that are used to determine their final grades and to determine whether they have met the
requirements to earn an IB diploma.

The specific assessments that students take depend on the IB program they are enrolled in.

For the Diploma Programme (DP), the final assessments are typically taken at the end of the two-
year program and include:

External written examinations: These are examinations that are developed and graded by the I1B
and are taken by students in each of their DP subjects. The examinations can be taken at either a
standard level (SL) or higher level (HL) and assess students' knowledge and understanding of the
subject matter, as well as their ability to apply their knowledge to real-world situations.



Internal assessments: These are assessments that are developed and graded by the school and are
taken by students in each of their DP subjects. The internal assessments can take a variety of forms,
such as oral presentations, research projects, and essays, and are used to assess students' critical
thinking, research, and communication skills.

Theory of Knowledge (TOK) essay and presentation: The TOK essay and presentation are required
components of the DP and are used to assess students' understanding of the nature of knowledge
and the ways in which it is acquired, evaluated, and used.

Extended Essay: The extended essay is a research paper of up to 4,000 words that is required of all
DP students. It is an independent, self-directed piece of research that allows students to explore a
topic of their choice in depth.

For the Primary Years Programme (PYP) and Middle Years Programme (MYP), the final assessments
may include a combination of externally set and marked assessments, teacher-designed
assessments, and student self-assessment and reflection. These assessments are used to determine
students' achievement levels and to provide feedback for further learning and development.

13. Do earners of IB diploma qualify to go into universities?

Yes, earners of the IB (International Baccalaureate) diploma are generally qualified to apply to
universities and colleges around the world. In fact, many universities actively seek out IB diploma
holders due to the rigorous and challenging nature of the program.

The IB diploma is widely recognized as a high-quality and rigorous secondary school credential, and
universities around the world typically recognize it as equivalent to other high school diplomas or
certificates.

The IB diploma is also designed to prepare students for further education, and the program's
emphasis on critical thinking, research, and communication skills can be particularly beneficial for
students planning to pursue higher education.

In addition to the academic qualifications provided by the IB diploma, universities may also consider
other factors when evaluating applicants, such as extracurricular activities, volunteer work, and
personal statements. Some universities may also require students to take additional entrance exams
or meet other admission requirements.

Overall, earners of the IB diploma are generally well-prepared to pursue higher education and are
often highly sought after by universities and colleges around the world.

14. What is the onboarding and continued professional development approach in IB schools to
ensure a standard of quality amongst teachers?

IB (International Baccalaureate) schools have a strong focus on onboarding and continued
professional development for their teachers in order to maintain a high standard of quality and
ensure that teachers are well-equipped to deliver the IB curriculum effectively.

Onboarding:

Initial teacher training: IB schools typically provide extensive training to new teachers when they first
join the school. This training may include an orientation to the school and the IB programme, as well
as specific training on the curriculum, assessment, and teaching strategies.



Mentoring and support: New teachers may be assigned a mentor or coach who can provide
guidance and support during their first year or two of teaching. This mentor may help the new
teacher to navigate the IB curriculum and to develop their teaching skills.

Continued Professional Development (CPD):

Workshops and training sessions: IB schools often offer a range of workshops and training sessions
throughout the year to support teachers' ongoing development. These sessions may focus on
specific aspects of the curriculum or assessment, or may be more general in nature, addressing
topics such as teaching strategies, classroom management, or student engagement.

Conferences and networking events: IB teachers may attend conferences or networking events to
connect with other educators and to share ideas and best practices. These events may be organized
by the IB organization or by other educational organizations.

Online learning and resources: The IB provides a range of online learning and resources for
teachers, including online courses, webinars, and access to an online community of educators. These
resources can be used to support teachers' ongoing development and to provide access to the latest
research and best practices in education.

Overall, IB schools place a strong emphasis on professional development for their teachers,
recognizing that ongoing training and support is essential for maintaining a high standard of quality
and ensuring that students receive the best possible education.

15. What is the difference between CBSE and Indian curriculum?

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) is one of the most popular boards of education in
India and follows a curriculum that is similar to the Indian curriculum, with some differences. Here
are some key differences between CBSE and the Indian curriculum:

Board of Education: The CBSE is a national board of education that operates under the Union
Government of India, while the Indian curriculum can be offered by different boards of education,
such as the Council for the Indian School Certificate Examinations (CISCE), State Boards, and
International Boards.

Syllabus: The CBSE syllabus is designed by the board and is updated regularly, while the Indian
curriculum varies from board to board and can also be updated by the respective board of
education.

Focus on Application-based Learning: The CBSE has recently introduced a new pedagogy called the
Competency-Based Education (CBE) that focuses on application-based learning, while the Indian
curriculum still has a significant emphasis on rote learning and memorization.

Grading System: The CBSE follows a Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) system of assessment,
while the Indian curriculum may follow different grading systems depending on the board of
education.

Examination Pattern: The CBSE conducts board examinations at the end of Class 10 and Class 12,
while the Indian curriculum may have different examination patterns depending on the board of
education.

Overall, while there are some differences between CBSE and the Indian curriculum, both aim to
provide a quality education to students and prepare them for higher education or vocational
training.



16. What are the skills needed to pass the IB diploma?

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma program is designed to provide students with a broad
and challenging education that prepares them for further studies or employment. To successfully
complete the IB Diploma, students need to demonstrate a range of skills. Here are some of the key
skills that are needed to pass the IB Diploma:

Time Management: The IB Diploma program is rigorous and demanding, and students need to be
able to manage their time effectively to meet the demands of the program.

Critical Thinking: The IB Diploma program requires students to think critically and analyze
information from a variety of sources. Students need to be able to evaluate evidence and
arguments, and develop their own opinions and arguments.

Communication Skills: Effective communication is essential for success in the IB Diploma program.
Students need to be able to express themselves clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing.

Research Skills: The IB Diploma program requires students to conduct independent research and to
use a variety of sources to support their arguments. Students need to be able to locate, evaluate,
and synthesize information from a range of sources.

Collaboration Skills: The IB Diploma program emphasizes collaborative learning, and students need
to be able to work effectively in groups. Students need to be able to communicate their ideas and
opinions, listen to the views of others, and work together to achieve common goals.

Self-Management: The IB Diploma program requires students to take responsibility for their own
learning and to manage their own time effectively. Students need to be able

17. What are the skills needed to pass the IGCSE exam?

The International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) is an internationally recognized
qualification designed for students aged 14 to 16 years. To pass the IGCSE exam, students need to
demonstrate a range of skills. Here are some of the key skills that are needed to pass the IGCSE
exam:

Time Management: The IGCSE exams require students to manage their time effectively to complete
the exam within the allotted time. Students need to be able to plan their time and prioritize their
tasks accordingly.

Knowledge and Understanding: The IGCSE exams assess students' knowledge and understanding of
the subject matter. Students need to be familiar with the content and concepts covered in the exam.

Analytical and Critical Thinking: The IGCSE exams require students to think analytically and critically.
Students need to be able to evaluate information, make connections, and draw conclusions.

Problem Solving: The IGCSE exams often include problem-solving questions. Students need to be
able to apply their knowledge and understanding to solve problems and develop solutions.

Communication Skills.
18. What are the themes used in the PYP IB thematic learning?

The Primary Years Programme (PYP) of the International Baccalaureate (IB) emphasizes a
transdisciplinary approach to learning, and thematic units are organized around six overarching



themes. These themes provide a framework for inquiry-based learning and help students make
connections across various subject areas. The six PYP themes are:

Who We Are: This theme explores the nature of the self, relationships with others, and the
understanding of human commonalities.

Where We Are in Place and Time: Students investigate their personal histories, as well as the
histories of their communities and civilizations, and consider the impact of geographical and
temporal factors.

How We Express Ourselves: Focused on the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings,
nature, culture, beliefs, and values, this theme includes the study of languages, arts, and other forms
of expression.

How the World Works: This theme centers on the exploration of the natural world and its laws. It
includes the understanding of the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities.

How We Organize Ourselves: Students inquire into the interconnectedness of human-made systems
and communities and the ways in which individuals and groups organize themselves.

Sharing the Planet: This theme involves exploring the relationships between individuals and
communities and the connections between people and their environments. It emphasizes the
importance of sustainable development.

These themes are intended to be broad and flexible, allowing educators to adapt and customize
them to suit the interests and needs of their students. The PYP encourages teachers to integrate
subjects and engage students in meaningful, real-world inquiries that foster a deeper understanding
of concepts and skills.
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